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chief, called khan, was surrounded by an elaborate
system of Oriental etiquette, while the Slavs never
submitted to the rule of one man. In short, the
two races, at the moment when they met, were the
antitheses of each other.

While the Bulgarians have given their name to
the country, the Slav language has supplied the
designations of most of its towns. Jablanica is
christened by the Slav name for an apple, Bukovica
by the Slav term for the beech. The fort or grad,
which was always built in Slav communities, has
supplied the suffix to countless names of towns. It
is no wonder, then, that the Russians have regarded
the modern Bulgarians as their " little brothers," and
that many of the latter have looked for protection to
the head of the great Slav community.

The two centuries, which intervened between the
settlement of the Bulgarians on the right bank of
the Danube and their conversion to Christianity, were
chiefly occupied in sanguinary campaigns with the
Eastern Empire,

The power of the new-corners was speedily recog-
nised by the feeble emperors, who were the unworthy
successors of the ancient Romans. True to their
policy of buying the aid of one barbarous nation
to repel the assaults of another, they consented to
pay tribute to the Bulgarian prince and to give up
their own claims to the ancient province of Mcesia,
in order that Thrace might be spared. Justinian II.,
however, refused to continue this payment to Isperich,
and a war followed, in which the Emperor, at first
successful, finally escaped with difficulty from the